His lory of Education
the good eye. So it is with the entire realm of realities,
these are arranged in a series of goods until the highest
good, the Divine Principle, Is approximated. It is from this
highest good that the lesser goods have emanated, and by
this that their proper function and their proper forms have
been determined. The good of each phenomenal existence,
including man, is to attain to Its appropriate function, that
is, to enter into harmony with its corresponding or originating
idea. So much for a brief statement of the Platonic meta-
physics and ethics.
It Is in this sense that knowledge Is virtue: for knowledge
is the recognition of the harmony between phenomenon and
the form or the Idea; it is the recognition of the true func-
tion of all particular types of existence and of the approxima-
tion to it of its phenomenal reproductions; it is, in other
words, but the recognition of tlic good. To attain to this
virtue, this knowledge of the good, is the aim of the individual
life; to develop this knowledge, this appreciation of the good,
is the aim of education.
Concerning the Method of Education: As in the case of
the aim, so also in regard to educational method, Plato accepts
the Socratic solution, but elaborates it. Whole-thoughts
are to be reached by the process of dialectic, for dialectic
is at bottom but the activity of the mind in forming concep-
tions through the discrimination of qualities and attributes.
It is in this sense that Plato defines dialectic as a "continuous
discourse with one's self." While Socrates found this power
in all and conversed with Pericles or the street cobbler alike,
Plato considered that this longing for the supreme good, this
power of attaining knowledge was to be found only in a few;
for to him this vision of eternal truth was a function of a
special or sixth sense, a "sense for Ideas." Hence, whereas
the influence of Socrates fell in with the democratic tendency
of the times, the influence of Plato was more reactionary; ami
in his ideal schemes of education he returned to an aristo